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PLAYA VISTA WAS A  
forgotten wetland when 
Howard Hughes re-discovered 
it and constructed the Spruce 
Goose there in the 1940s. As the 
epicenter of Silicon Beach, the 
community’s visionary  
sensibilities continue today, 
and developers struggle to 
keep up with demand for 
diverse housing choices in one 
of the Westside’s hottest neigh-
borhoods. Architect Robert 
Hidey, an acclaimed Southern 
California traditionalist, shows 
off his long-hidden modernist 
tendencies in Playa Vista.

Hidey is best known for  
lavish Spanish Colonial Revival 

and Italianate homes from 
Newport Beach to Dubai; in 
Playa Vista, Hidey applies an 
unexpectedly deft hand  
to higher-density modern  
residences. 

As a freshly minted archi-
tect out of Cal Poly Pomona, 
Hidey worked for William 
Pereira—best known for San 
Francisco’s Transamerica 
Pyramid—before finding a 
niche in luxury home design 
in the early 1990s. “Nobody at 
Pereira’s office was thinking 
about the rich cultural history 
of Southern California,” says 
Hidey, whose influences have 
included modernists such 
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View the entire collection  
and order online at 

LiveYourDreamDesigns.com

323-226-0274

Handcrafted 
Pop-up Cards

Designed and made 
in Los Angeles

O R I G A M I  A R C H I T E C T U R E  G R E E T I N G  C A R D S

Origami & Kirigami Artist Joyce Aysta

Delight friends and family  
with an amazing 3D greeting!

Boxed cards make  
great gifts, too.

Personalization available.
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Loft in Playa Vista’s  
Marlowe development

as Cesar Pelli and Richard 
Neutra. 

“Today there’s so much 
interest in contemporary 
architecture that I’m back to 
doing what I did when I got 
out of school,” says Hidey, 
whose grand residential 
architecture is in the spirit of 
classically inspired Wallace 
Neff and Lillian Rice. 

For his modernist work, 
he continues to be inspired 
by Neutra, whose influence 
can be seen in his Playa Vista 
work. He also admires the 
Indian firm DADA. “The way 
they mix materials is very 
intriguing to me, as well as 
their contrasts of glass and 
opaque surfaces,” Hidey says 
of the suburban Delhi firm. 
He believes its simple forms 
and open designs make sense 
for the Southern California 
environment.

In Playa Vista, Hidey 
addresses a demographic 
more interested in a contem-
porary approach to the L.A. 
lifestyle than in Tuscan villas 
and cites the city’s strong 
tradition of modernism as a 
foundation for that demand.

Progressive young  
consumers appreciate Hidey’s 
signature resort style, even 
when it’s incorporated into a 
relatively small lot. “I always 

making great music personal
Tickets from $27 at laco.org or call 213 622 70 01 x 1

Capping his penultimate season as LACO music director, 
Jeffrey Kahane conducts Schumann’s triumphant 
Symphony No. 2 and showcases “awe-inspiring virtuoso”* 
Marc André Hamelin in Mozart’s imaginative 
Piano Concerto No. 17.

sat may 14 @ 8 pm
Alex Theatre, Glendale

sun may 15 @ 7 pm
Royce Hall, UCLA

hamelin plays mozart

Jeffrey Kahane 
Music Director

Matthew Aucoin 
Evidence Sound Investment 
commission (world premiere) 
Mozart 
Piano Concerto No. 17
Schumann 
Symphony No. 2

Jeffrey Kahane conductor
Marc-André Hamelin piano
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Use promo code 
schumann20

Sat., May. 21 • 7:30 pm
Sun., May. 22 • 4:00 pm

    Music froM operas by
Verdi • donizetti • Puccini

$40 Priority Seats, $30 General,  $25 Seniors, $10 Students | All credit cards accepted

For more information and to order tickets 
www.verdichorus.org 
or call 800-838-3006

First United Methodist Church 1008 11th Street, Santa Monica
  This concert is made possible, in part, by the L.A. County Board of Supervisors, through the L.A. County Arts Commission, and Santa Monica Dept. of Cultural Affairs.  

Anne Marie Ketchum
                                 Artistic Director    

Babatunde Akinboboye
Baritone

Amanda Squitieri
Soprano

Laraine Ann Madden
               Accompanist    

Todd Wilander
Tenor
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350 S. Lake Ave., Pasadena. (626) 795-8647
arnoldsfinejewelry.com

Grand performance.
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try to connect the interior with 
the outdoors, and it’s actually 
easier to do that in a modern 
aesthetic than in traditional 
architecture constrained by 
the discipline and rigors of 
wall mass,” Hidey says. 

According to the architect, 
structural advancements 
allow for larger openings  
and greater spans of glass, 
making the indoor-outdoor 
connection easier; he believes 
the resort lifestyle translates 
seamlessly to higher density 
developments. “Density  
creates a new set of challeng-
es, which is the justification 
for bringing outdoor living  
to the roof, where privacy is 
protected and it’s out of the 
shadows,” says Hidey.

His first Playa Vista effort, 
a project for KB Home called 
Asher, resulted in three dozen 
houses with a strong mod-
ernist theme. The three-story 
structures are oriented on 
their small parcels—jogged in 
the middle—to capture more 
light and protect privacy; the 
homes provide as much usable 
outdoor space as possible, 
given the density. 

In his next two projects for 
Brookfield Residential, Hidey 
expanded the outdoor living 
space by introducing versatile 
rooftop decks. “In all of these 
projects, we paid a great deal 
of attention to the orientation 
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of the homes and thorough-
ly evaluated how they were 
impacted by the residences 
next door,” says Hidey, not-
ing that this kind of density 
demands that no single home 
be designed in a vacuum. 

Marlowe is a development  
of 30 three-story single- 
family detached homes with 
open-concept floor plans; city 
views are enjoyed through 
wider expanses of glass and 
ample outdoor decking adjoin-
ing the master suites and on 
rooftops. These residences, 
ranging from 3,123 to 3,341 
square feet, are showy but 
functional; a fifth bedroom can 
be switched out for a much 
in-demand creative office.

Jewel, scheduled to debut 
in Playa Vista later this year, 
will exhibit the same brand of 
modernism, wide-open floor 
plans and expansive rooftop 
spaces as Marlowe, but with 
more square footage, higher 
ceilings and upgraded finishes.

Fourteen of these units  
will be built, and their prices— 
ascending to the mid-
$3,000,000s—will make many 
Angelenos regret not invest-
ing in these former wetlands 
when they had the chance.  

—Roger Grody

Robert Hidey Architects 
949.655.1550, roberthidey.com
Playa Vista, playavista.com
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